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December 28, 2021 

 

H.E. Gedion Timotheos 

Minister of Justice  

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

  

Dear Minister Gedion, 

 

We the undersigned civic and professional organizations commend 

the Ethiopian government's initiative to launch an inclusive national dialogue 

with a view to establishing lasting peace and stability in the country. 

We believe that the initiative is timely and momentous to bring the people 

together when the country is facing existential threats and undergoing 

relentless attacks by domestic terrorist groups and foreign enemies. 

We also contend that this is a precious opportunity for the government to seize 

and take bold measures to tackle the root-causes of the nation’s ills.  

We are in complete concordance with the central tenet of the decree that the 

success of the proposed commission is entirely contingent on the level of trust 

of the people about the degree of independence of the institution and the 

implied scope of its mandate. 

Therefore, as concerned Ethiopians and persons of Ethiopian origin, it is our 

firm desire to contribute to and ensure the success of this noteworthy initiative. 
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Accordingly, we hereby put forth for consideration our solemn 

recommendations, which we trust would enhance the success and effectiveness 

of the work of the Commission.   

1. On the scope of the mandate of the Commission 

While we applaud the envisaged mission of the Commission, we are 

concerned that it also leaves much more to be desired. As has been the case 

with the experiences of other nations that went through periods of 

tribulations, we believe that the mandate should be expanded to include 

truth, justice, reconciliation and reparations. We are of the conviction that 

now is the time for the country’s policymakers to take decisive steps to heal 

the country that has experienced much suffering and pain over the last three 

decades. 

2. On the independence of the Commission 

As implied in the draft document, the independence of the commission is a 

critical element that will determine the credibility of the downstream 

national dialogue. In our opinion, one concrete step in this direction is to 

insulate the process of nomination and election of Commission members 

against the participation of any members of the executive branch of the 

government.  

As members of the Diaspora community with burning passion to help our 

native country in these difficult times, we trust the government would take our 

earnest suggestion in all seriousness that it deserves. 

We intend to affirm that we will continue to remain engaged and provide 

support in any capacity deemed necessary as the Commission starts its 

business of addressing the burning issues of the people. 

Finally, while applauding the people and government of Ethiopia for the 

spectacular victories recently attained by the allied forces against the terrorist 

groups TPLF and OLF-Shene, we are under no illusion that the threats facing the 
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country have gone away. We are all too aware that the enemies of Ethiopia — 

both internal and external — are well-funded, highly organized, and stubbornly 

determined to achieve the destruction of that ancient land. However, we are 

also confident that no force can overpower the people of Ethiopia when they 

rally in one voice, united by trust, brotherly love and, above all, fervor for 

justice and freedom.   

 

Best regards,  

 

Boards of Directors 

 

• American Ethiopian Public Affairs Committee (AEPAC) 

• Ethiopian Advocacy Network (EAN) 

• Ethiopian-American Civic Council (EACC) 

• Global Ethiopian Scholars Initiative (GESI) 

• People To People, Inc. (P2P) 

• Worldwide Ethiopian Civic Association Network (WE-CAN) 

 

 

 

cc:    

H.E. Ato Demeke Mekonnen, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs 

H.E. Ambassador Fitsum Arega, Ethiopian Embassy, Washington, D.C. 

 

 

 
 


